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Kelsey Tyrrell’s Discussion


1. What is investigative journalism? Why is investigative journalism important?
Investigative journalism happens when a journalist covers a particular area in great detail. The goal of an investigative journalist is to uncover the secrets about a company or event, or sharing details about something that wants to be kept private. An example of a piece of investigative journalism would be the story behind the film “Spotlight”. This team from the Boston Globe learned about the sex abuse scandals happening in the Roman Catholic church, and put in a large amount of effort into learning more about the truth behind the situation. Eventually, they found out secret details, such as how these priests were being moved around from parish to parish instead of actually being punished, and they released their information once they could confirm it was true. This film is based on true events, and the team actually won a Pulitzer Prize for their achievements. It can be more helpful for journalists to use investigative tactics about one topic because they can develop a much more deepening understanding for one topic than multiple topics. Thus, they become a more reliable, credible source.
2. What does Anas’ work teach you about the media landscape in Ghana? What did you learn about the relationship between media and politicsin Ghana?
Anas’ work in Ghana can be easily understood by just looking at him. In order to protect his own safety, he hast to take severe precautions to protect his identity- even having to wear a disguise. His work- especially the takedown of 34 judges and 105 other staff members- is hard-hitting and goes against strong norms that even the United States holds true. By going against authority, people feel like this person is working against them, when he is actually working for them. In Ghana, this also holds true, and can be even worse by placing a target on his back for violent groups to take their revenge. Media and politics are closely related in Ghana. By being able to utilize different media in Ghana, politics intertwines in the way of life here. Media is a vital source for disseminating information, and can be seen in various works from Anas. For example, in his TED Talk, Anas discussed how he captured people on video in the midst of the act of trying to kill babies who had birth defects. By capturing content in real time, he could use that as evidence for law enforcement to intervene. This cultural influence can allow different political parties and politicians to speak out and give their opinion about situations- either gaining or losing followers.
3. What is the relationship between investigative journalismand development communication?
Simply put, investigative journalism is exploring a topic in depth in order to uncover truths about the situation that may have been kept secret otherwise, while development communication helps improve social development between communities. They are similar in the sense that investigative journalism can help other communities understand what is happening in neighboring communities through different education and providing information about how that neighboring society functions. This helps in creating a smaller gap between communities that share different cultural values from one another. Thus, other social problems can also be limited through communities. One of the most important common goals between these two concepts is that it is imperative to keep people informed and to continuously improve our way of life through various forms of social change as the world continues to evolve.
4. From the report on the status of women on the Ghanaian national agenda, reflect on the similaritiesbetween the experiences of marginalized women in Ghana and marginalized women in the US.
The most significant similarity between marginalized women in Ghana and in the United States is misrepresentation. Both countries have significantly higher male roles of leadership as opposed to women in leadership. Although we see some improvements as the years go on, it is going to take a great deal of time until women are shown to be equal to men in important offices. For example, the United States has still never seen a female president. The most important way this can improve will be through the help of the government. This is also imperative by helping new leaders with different backgrounds come into office. By allowing for more minds with different backgrounds to collaborate, diversity can be more easily achieved in many areas.

